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CALLIE HART

contained in their wards-towered fifty meters high above the

shanty towns and overflowing sewers.

The guardian gave me an impatient shake.'Answer quick, girl,
or I'll have you dispatched through the fifth gate of hell directly."

I groped loosely at his gauntlet, nowhere near strong enough to

break his grip, and smirked, rolling my eyes up toward the bone-

white sky. "How am I sposed to tell you...anything if I...cant...
fucking...breathe?"

The guardians dark eyes simmered with rage. If anything, the

pressure he applied to my windpipe intensified. "You have any idea

how hot it is down in the palace cells during reckoning, thief? No

water? No clean air? The reek of rotting corpses is enough to make

the high executioner vomit. You'Ilbe dead within three hours, mark

mywords."

The palace cells were a sobering thought. I'd been caught stealing

once before and had been sent down there for a grand total of eight

minutes. Eight minutes had been enough. During reckoning, when

the suns, Balea and Min, were at their closest and the afternoon

air shivered with heat, being trapped belowground in the festering

sore that passed as a prison beneath the immortal queent palace

would not be fun. And besides, I was badly needed aboue gro:und,.If I
didnt make it back to the forge before dusk, the deal I'd spent hours

brokering last night would fall through. No deal meant no water.

No water meant the people I cared about would suffer.

Much as it irked me, I submitted. "Lissa Fossick. Twenty-four.

Single." I winked at him, and the bastard squeezed harder. Dark hair
and blue eyes weren't common in the Silver City; he would

remember me. The age I'd given him was real, as was my pathetic

romantic status, but the name I'd provided wasn't. My real name?

No yay I was handing that over without a fight. This bastard would

shit himself if he realized he had fhe Saeris Fane in his grasp.

'\Ward?" the guardian demanded.

Gods alive. So insistent. He was about to wish he'd never asked.

"The Third." r
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CALLIE HART

be just another dead thief bleeding out on the streets of Ziivaren. I

figured he'd do it-but then I watched as he processed the situation

and reaiized what he'd have to do next if he killed me. The dead were

left to rot in the streets of the other wards, but things were different

in the tree-lined, leafy r,l,alkways of the Hub. Zilvaren's well-heeled

elite might not have been able to keep the sands borne on the hot

westerly winds out, but they wouldn't tolerate a diseased plague rat

rudely decaying on one of their streets. If this guardian killed me,

he'd have to dispose of my body right away. And from the look on his

face, that hazardous task w-as one he didn't wish to undertake. See, if I
was fiom the Third, then I was far more dangerous than any normal,

run-of-the-mill everyday pickpocket. No, I was contagious.

The guardian ripped the gauntlet and glove frorn his hand-the
hand he'd used to half-choke me-and dropped them to the sand.
'Ihe burnished metal released a sustained hum as it hit the ground.

It sang in my ears, and just like that, all of my plans went up in smoke.

I'd been caught lifting a tiny scrap of twisted iron from a market

stall. I'd weighed the odds and considered the risk worth it,
knowing the small ingot would earn me a tidy profit. But this? So

much precious metal, tossed to the ground like it meant nothing?

This, I couldn't resist.

I moved tvith a speed the guardian wasn't expecting. In a lithe,

expiosi.ve maneuver, I sprawled forward and grabbed the gauntlet,

targeting the larger of the two pieces of metal. The glove was stun-

ning, skillfullv made by a true master. The tiny circlets of gold

looped together to form a chainmail that was notoriously impen-

etrable by blade or magic. But the weight of the gauntlet, the solid

amount of gold that comprised the piece of armor-it rvas unimag-

inable that I'd ever hold that amount of gold in my hands again.
"Stop!" The guardian lunged for me, but too late. I'd alreadv

snatched up the gauntlet. I'd already shoved it over my hand and

jammed it onto mywrist. I was already sprinting toward the Hub wall

as fast as my legs could carry me. "Stop that girl!'' The guardian's bellow

l+l
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CALLIE HART

myself up. My feet scrambled for purchase. Found it. But my right
hand...

The gods-cursed gauntlet.

Such a terrible design.

The gold clanged, the resonance of the metal a siren's song as I
slammed it against the wall, attempting to catch hold of something

to help pull myself up. My fingers-deft, slim, made for picking locks,

unlatching windows, tousling Hayden's thick hair-wouldn't be

enough if I couldn't bend my wrist. And I couldn't.

Fuck.

If I wanted to live, there was nothing left for it. I'd have to drop

the gauntlet. But that was a preposterous thought. The gauntlet

weighed at least four pounds. Four pounds of metal. I couldn't just

walk away from that. This gauntlet was more than a piece of sto-

len armor. It was my brother's education. Three years'worth of food.

Tickets out of Zllvaren, south, to where the reckoning winds that
buffeted the dry-boned hills were twenty degrees cooler than here

in the Silver City. \We'd have enough money left over to buy a small

house if we wanted to. Nothing fancy. Just something weatherproof.

Something I could leave to Hayden when, not f the guardians finally
caught up with me.

No, dropping this gauntlet would cost me something far more

valuable than my life; it would cost me hope, and I wouldn't surren-

der that. I'd rip my arm out of its socket first.
So, I went to work.
"Don't be ridiculous, girl!" the guardian hollered. "You'll fall

before you even make it halfway!"

If the guardian went back to the barracks rn ithout his gauntlet,

there would be consequences. I had no idea what those consequences

would be, but they wouldn't be pretty. They could cut off the asshole's

hands and bury him up to his neck in the sand to bake in the reckon-

ing's heat for all i cared. I was going home.

Pain sang from my fingertips, up my arm like a rope of fire,
blazing in my shoulder as I pulled myself up, kicking with my feet,
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CALLIE HART

"I won't pursue you any further. You have my word. Drop the

gauntlet, and I'11 let you go!"

A bark of laughter ripped out of me. And they said guardians had

no sense of humor. This one was a fucking comedian.

Another jump. Another staggering jolt of pain. I calculated the

trajectory as best I could, making sure to aim for the least pitted sec-

tion of rock each time, At last high enough above the streets of the

Hub, I allowed myself the luxury of a moment to collect myself. If I
moved the armor to the other wrist, would I drop it? More impor-

tantl)a, would I be able to hold on to the wall with my weaker arm

rvhile I performed a swap? There \e,ere too many variables to calcu-

late and not enough time to do so in.
"How do you think you're getting down the other side, child?"

Childi Hahl The gall of the bastard. His shouting was quieter

no*'. I was fifty feet up-close enough to see the top of the wall. Far

enough from the street for a bristle ofcold sweat to break out across

the back of my neck when I looked down.

The guardian raised a good point. Descending from the wall
would be just as perilous as the ascent, but the Undying Queen's

whipping boy down there had been born into a good home. He

grew up in the Hub. His parents didn't lock their door at night. That
man had never even considered trying to climb the walls that pro-
tected him from the ungrateful, infectious rabble on the other side

of it. I'd spent half my life running the tops of these walls, slip-

ping from one ward to the next, finding ways into places I had no

business being.

I was good at it.

Moreover, it was fun.
I completed the rest of the climb in under two minutes. The

gauntlet slammed into the tiny dune of sand shored up along the top

of the wall. As I heaved myself over the ledge, particles of quartz in
the sand began to vibrate, jittering in the air a miilimeter above the

sandstone as the gold came alive.

I'l

I froze, the breath tra;

peculiarity of the sight.

No. Not here. Not norr

The gauntlet whispere

straddle the wall. The par

She sees us.

She feels us.

She sees us.

Shefeels us.

She-

I slammed my ha-nd dc

stolen armor stilled. The

sand.

"I'll findyou, giril I srsr

tbr lifel"
At last, there it was-i

The truth of the siruarion

f-alI to my death. Neither'
he threw to the ground i:

plague rat.

I'd slipped through h:

could do about it berond

Because I was alreadr qo

enemy l'd made out of or

ing him another thought

incredible things I was go

But first, I was going t,
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GLASSMAKER

"No. Absolutely not. Not here. Not in my furnace."

Elroy glared at me like I was a four-headed serpent, and he didn't

know which one of my heads would strike him first. I'd upset the old

man a million different times, a million different ways, but this dis-

approving look was new. His expression was one of equal parts dis-

appointment and fear, and for the briefest of moments, I questioned

my decision to bring the gold into the workshop.

\7here else would I have taken it, though? The loft over the

tavern where Hayden and I had been sleeping these past six weeks

was infested with cockroaches and stank worse than a sand badger

set. \7e'd found a way into The Mirage through a damaged section

in the cracked slate roof. \7e were quiet w-hen we crept in there to

sleep amongst the rotten, long-forgotten wine crates and moth-

eaten stacks of heavy, fblded canvas, and so far, we hadn't been dis-

covered. But my brother and I weren't stupid. It was only a matter

of time before \ve were found out, and the proprietors of the pub-

lic house evicted us from their attic space at the end of a blade.

There'd be no time to collect our belongings. Ve didn't haue any

belongings aside from the clothes on our backs. Hiding the gauntlet
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CALLIE HAR'T

there wasn't rnuch a starving person wouldn't say to quell the ache

of an empty belly. After too many close calis to count, Eiroy had

declared he wouldn't be hammering out any more of his vicious,

needle-iike knives an<i told me I wasn't welcome to forge them in
his fires anymore, either. \7e were to be glassmakers and nothing

more.

"I'm stunned. Stunned.I just...I can't even comprehend-" The old

man shook his head in disbelief. "I can't even begin to fathom what

you were thinking. Do you have any idea what kind of doom youve

brought down on our heads?"

\X'hen I was little, Elroy had been a giant of a man. A legend

amongst even the most dangerous criminals that ran the Third.
Taller than most, broad, his back mtr,scles straining beneath his

sweat-stained shirt. He'd been a force of nature. A pillar of rock

lie.rn out of a mountain. Immovable. Indestructible. It was only

recently that I'd begun to understand that he rvas in love rvith
m-\' mother. ,After she was killed, little by little, piece by piece,

i'd rvatched him wither arnay, becoming less of himseif. Beeom-

rng a shaciorv. The man that stood before me now was barely

recognizable.

His calioused hand shook as he pointed at the polished metal giit-

tering like sin on th.e table between us. "You're taking it back is what
vou re gonna do, Saeris."

A huff of iaughter escaped rne. "The fbrgotten gods and ail

four fucking winds know that I'm n.o/. Not after everything I went
through to get rt. I nearly broke my damned neck-"

"I'ilbreak your neck if that thing isn't out of here in the next fif-
teen rninutes."

"You think I m just going to walk up to the sentry post and hand

it ouer-"
"Don't be ridiculous. Gods, why do you have to be so ridiculous?

Scale the wall again and toss it back into the Hub once the Twins
dip. One of those inbred bastards will find it and return it to the
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